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Asbestos, Liability, Insurance 
and European Diversity

Nicholas Roenneberg

1.Rise and fall of asbestos industry and of 
asbestos related diseases

2.European diversity of legal systems and the 
role of tort law in the compensation of 
asbestos related diseases

3.Main aspects of liability insurance
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Munich Re
Intensity of tort law involvement in compensation of 

asbestos related diseases in Europe
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Main aspects of liability insurance

• Two strategies required:  Future claims run-off of old
policies and future underwriting (exclusion of old
exposures in new policies? of new exposures?)

• Diversity of market structures: UK model (stand alone
policy) and continental model (part of general liability)

• Trigger: occurrence (= exposure? = injury in fact?
= manifestation?) versus claims made

• Aggregation: no aggregation of occupational diseases in
employers liability insurance, ambiguity of claims series
clauses („same cause“)

• Separating EL-insurance: UK as model for Europe? 
Hidden liabilities and silent cover: the worst solution
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