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Since 1986, he has been in charge of the Research 
Programme on Risk Management and responsible for the 
M.O.R.E. seminar series (Managing Risk in the Economy). In 

2003, he initiated the Annual Round Tables of Chief Risk Officers meetings (ART of 
CROs) and in 2005 the CRO Assemblies, for which he has been responsible since. The 
activities for Chief Risks Officers are organised jointly with Dr Bruno Porro, chairman of 
the ART of CROs networks; and the CRO Assemblies alternatively with the CROs of 
Swiss Re and Munich Re. 

Professional experience 
After his 1971 Diploma in Architecture at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, 
Stahel worked as an architect in Great-Britain and Switzerland. In 1973, he joined the 
Battelle Research Centres in Geneva as head of project. 1980 - 84, Stahel was personal 
Assistant to the CEO of an international holding company based in Geneva with interests 
in rail grinding, real estate and shipping. In 1983, together with Orio Giarini, he founded 
the Product-Life Institute in Geneva which he is still managing today (http://product-
life.org) 

Publications include The Performance Economy, 2006, published by Palgrave Macmillan, 
London, (http://performance-economy.org), The Limits to Certainty, Facing Risk in the 
New Service Economy, 1989/92, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht (co-author Orio 
Giarini). 

Honours 
In 1982, with a paper, The Product-Life Factor, Stahel was one of the laureates of the 
Mitchell-Prize Competition on sustainable societies in Houston, TX, USA. In 1978, 
together with Peter Perutz, he won a first prize in the competition of the German Future's 
Society, Berlin, with a paper on unemployment, occupation and profession.  

In 2005, Stahel was nominated as member of the “Consumer Commission” of 
Ministerpräsident (PM) Oettinger, head of the Government of Baden-Württemberg, 
Germany, and heads its section on sustainable development. In 2007, Stahel was 
nominated as member of the Nanomed Roundtable, a “Coordination and support action’” 
under the Seventh Framework Programme FP7 of the European Commission 
(Nanoscience, Nanotechnologies, Materials and New Production Technologies Theme), 
and of the Editorial Board of the Chinese Journal of Population, Resources and 
Environment. Stahel is still a member of the « groupes de réflexion » sur « Risques et 
complexité » et « Ethique et technique » de l’Institut Fredrik R. Bull in Paris.  
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