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Biographies

Carlo Acutis is President Emeritus of Vittoria Assicurazioni, Vice President of Banca 
Passadore & C. SpA and is on the Board of Directors of Yafa SpA and Pirelli & C SpA.

He is member of the Supervisory Board of Yam Invest N.V. and Vice President of 
Fondazione Piemontese per la Ricerca sul Cancro and Director of Associazione Italiana 
per la Ricerca sul Cancro Piemonte e Valle d’Aosta. Mr Acutis was previously Chairman 
of the Comité Européen des Assurances. He also served on the Board of SCOR SE.

He was nominated “Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Légion d’Honneur” in 1995 by the 
President of French Republic and “Cavaliere del Lavoro” in 1998 by President of Italian 
Republic.

Carlo 
Acutis
President Emeritus
Vittoria Assicurazioni SpA
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Dominic J. Addesso is President and CEO of Everest Re Group, Ltd. and is also a member 
of the Company’s Board of Directors. He has held the role of President since June 2011 
and was appointed to the position of Chief Executive Officer on January 1, 2014. Mr 
Addesso joined the Company in 2009 as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial 
Officer. Everest is a leading international reinsurance and insurance organization with 
an extensive distribution network that spans five continents. 

His prior experience included senior executive positions at another leading global 
reinsurer and a primary company in both financial and operational roles.

Mr Addesso started his career with KPMG after graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Accounting from the University of Notre Dame and holds memberships in the 
American Institute of CPAs and the New Jersey Society of CPAs.

Dominic J.
Addesso
President and CEO
Everest Re Group Ltd.
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Inga Beale DBE joined Lloyd’s as the Chief Executive Officer in January 2014.

Prior to Lloyd’s, Inga was the Group Chief Executive Officer at Canopius, a prominent 
Lloyd’s managing agent, from 2012–2013. Inga joined Zurich Insurance Group in 2008 as 
a member of the Group Management Board in Zurich with responsibility for Mergers & 
Acquisitions, Organisational Transformation and Internal Consulting, before becoming 
Global Chief Underwriting Officer in 2009. 

In 2006, Inga was appointed Group Chief Executive Officer of Converium in Switzerland 
(now part of the SCOR Group) after 14 years at GE Insurance Solutions. Inga held various 
underwriting management roles at GE and gaining experience across London, the US, 
and France, before becoming President of GE Frankona and Head of Continental Europe, 
Middle East and Africa for GE Insurance Solutions based in Germany.

Inga began her career at the Prudential Assurance Company in London in 1982 and 
trained as an international treaty reinsurance underwriter.

Inga is a member of the UK Government’s Financial Services Trade and Investment 
Board and the London Mayor’s Business Advisory Board. In July 2016 she also joined the 
Board of the UK Chartered Insurance Institute.

Inga 
Beale
CEO 
Lloyd’s
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Albert A. Benchimol was appointed Chief Executive Officer and President of AXIS Capital 
Holdings Limited in May 2012 and has served as a director since January 2012. Mr 
Benchimol joined the Company as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
in January 2011. 

He formerly served as Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of PartnerRe 
Ltd. from April 2000 through September 2010, and Chief Executive Officer of PartnerRe 
Ltd.’s Capital Markets Group business unit from June 2007 through September 2010. 
Prior to joining PartnerRe, Mr Benchimol was Senior Vice President and Treasurer at 
Reliance Group Holdings, Inc. for 11 years and was previously with the Bank of Montreal 
from 1982 to 1989.

President and CEO 
Axis Capital Holdings Ltd.

Albert 
Benchimol



10 www.genevaassociation.org44th General Assembly | Participant Biographies

Urs Berger (66) is Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Schweizerische Mobiliar 
Cooperative and also Chairman of the Swiss Insurance Association SVV. After studying 
economics for eight semesters with specialization in insurance and risk management 
at St. Gallen University, Urs Berger began his career with an insurance broker. He went 
on to work with Zurich and Basel Insurance where he was Head of the Swiss Unit and a 
member of the Group Executive Board. In 2003 he was appointed to head up Mobiliar. 
After serving for 8 years as CEO, he gave up overall operational responsibility in 2011 
and was appointed Chairman of the Board of Directors. He also sits on several other 
boards of directors. 

Chairman
Swiss Mobiliar Holding

Urs 
Berger 
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Charles Brindamour is Chief Executive Officer of Intact Financial Corporation, Canada’s 
largest Property & Casualty insurance provider. 

He began his career with Intact in 1992 and has held progressively senior roles, in Canada 
and abroad, within Intact and its former affiliates, including Senior Vice President of 
Personal Lines, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Mr Brindamour 
was appointed as President and CEO in January, 2008. 

Under Mr Brindamour’s leadership the Company became an independent and widely-
held Canadian company in 2009 and two years later engineered the acquisition of 
AXA Canada; the largest acquisition in the history of Canada’s property and casualty 
insurance industry. With market capitalization of more than $12 billion as at December 
31, 2015, Intact Financial ranks amongst the largest companies listed on the TSX. 

Charles Brindamour is a graduate of Laval University in Actuarial Sciences and an 
Associate of the Casualty Actuarial Society. He is a board member of Intact Financial 
Corporation, Hydro One Limited, the C.D. Howe Institute, Branksome Hall and the 
Insurance Bureau of Canada. He is also a member of the Advisory Committee of the 
University of Waterloo’s Climate Change Adaptation Project, serves on the advisory 
board of Gibraltar Growth Corporation and is co-chair of Laval University’s “Grande 
Campagne”. 

Charles 
Brindamour
CEO 
Intact Financial Corporation
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Emmanuel Clarke, President and Chief Executive Officer of PartnerRe Ltd. is responsible 
for leading and managing the Company’s operations. He is also a member of PartnerRe’s 
Group Executive Committee.

Mr Clarke has 20 years of professional experience in the reinsurance industry. He joined 
PartnerRe in 1997, with the acquisition of SAFR, and was appointed Head of Credit and 
Surety, Global in 2001, becoming Deputy Head of Specialty Lines, Global in 2002, Head 
of Property and Casualty, Global in 2006 and Head of Specialty Lines, Global in 2008. 
He was appointed to the position of CEO, PartnerRe Global in September 2010 where 
he was responsible for the executive management of all of PartnerRe’s Global Non-life 
operations.

Mr Clarke has a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from the University Paris, 
IX – Dauphine, specializing in Finance and Controlling and an MBA in International 
Business from Baruch College of CUNY.

President and CEO 
Partner Re Ltd.

Emmanuel 
Clarke
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Dean A. Connor was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer, Sun Life Financial 
effective December 1, 2011, and is a member of the Company’s Board of Directors.

Mr Connor joined Sun Life in 2006 as Executive Vice-President with responsibility for 
the Company’s United Kingdom and Reinsurance operations, strategic international 
activities and corporate functions. In 2008, he was appointed President of Sun Life’s 
Canadian operations.

In 2010, he became Chief Operating Officer with responsibility for Sun Life’s Canadian 
and United Kingdom operations, MFS, Marketing, Human Resources, Information 
Technology and other shared business services.

Mr Connor joined Sun Life following 28 years at Mercer Human Resource Consulting, 
where most recently he was Mercer’s President for the Americas, encompassing its 
business operations in the United States, Latin America and Canada.

Mr Connor currently serves on the Ivey Advisory Board, as the Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the Canadian Life and Health Insurance Association, and is a Trustee for the 
University Health Network in Toronto.

Mr Connor is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries and the Canadian Institute of Actuaries. 
He holds an Honours Business Administration (HBA) from the Richard Ivey School of 
Business at Western University.

President and CEO
Sun Life Financial Inc.

Dean 
Connor
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Jozef De Mey holds a degree in Mathematics from the University of Ghent (Belgium) 
and graduated as Actuary at the University of Louvain.

He is currently non-executive chairman of Ageas Group (formerly Fortis) and of Ageas 
(UK) Ltd. In addition, he sits on the Board of several companies as a non-executive.

He held senior management positions at John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company 
and was a member of the Fortis Executive Committee in charge of the insurance 
operations before he retired as an executive at the end of 2007.

Jozef 
De Mey 
Chairman of the Board
Ageas Group
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Willem van Duin joined Achmea in 1987. He held various positions at holding level and 
in the Health, Broker and Direct Distribution divisions before being appointed to the 
Executive Board on 1 January 2004. 

He was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Executive Board on 1 October 2008, and 
Chairman on 10 February 2009. In addition to his overall responsibility for Achmea, his 
core responsibilities include Internal Audit, Corporate Office, Communication & CSR, 
Compliance, Human Recourses/Management Development and the Central Works 
Council. 

In addition, he is chair of the board of the European Alliance Partners Eurapco. 
Furthermore, he is Vice-Chairman of the board of the Dutch Association of Insurers 
(Verbond van Verzekeraars), member of the board of VNO-NCW and National 
Cooperatieve Raad. 

Internationally, he is member of the IFHP Council (International Federation of Health 
Plans) and of the strategic board of Insurance Europe, the European insurance and 
reinsurance federation.

Willem A. J.  
van Duin
Chairman of the  
Executive Board  
Achmea Holding N.V.
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A graduate from the French Ecole Polytechnique, National School of Statistics and 
Economic Administration and the French Institute of Actuaries, Renaud Dumora is Chief 
Executive Officer of BNP Paribas Cardif. He is also member of the BNP Paribas Group 
Executive Committee since January 2016.  

He was previously head of Statistics Studies and later controller for the insurance 
activities in the Finance Department of Compagnie Bancaire. In 1994, he became 
responsible for the creditor insurance actuarial affairs in Cardif. He was appointed Group 
Chief Actuary in 2000. Before joining International Management in 2007 as Head of the 
European and North American zone, Renaud Dumora was Head of Protection covering 
the worldwide activity (2004). In 2009, he was appointed Head of Finance and Risk 
Management departments. He became Chief Operating Officer in 2012.

Renaud 
Dumora
CEO 
BNP Paribas Cardif
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Ignacio Eyries is the CEO of Caser Seguros.

He has a degree in Civil Engineering from the Polytechnic University of Madrid. He 
began his professional career in 1982 at the company Dragados y Construcciones where 
he spent 4 years as Site Manager and Project Manager. He combined his last years at 
Dragados y Construcciones with an MBA at the University of Navarra (IESE).

After the MBA he went to the prestigious McKinsey consulting firm, where he spent 6 
years as a Project Manager Consultant. It was at McKinsey where he had his first contact 
in the insurance world.

He took over the insurance company Alico in 1993, where he spent 5 years as CEO.

Later, in 1998, he was approached by the insurer Royal Sun Alliance Spain to be CEO of 
the company, a position he assumed until 2002.

In 2002 he became part of Caser Seguros as CEO, a position he currently holds.

Caser is a leading insurance company and reference in Spain, with total revenues close 
to 1,500 million Euros and more than 3,200 employees.

Ignacio 
Eyries
CEO 
Caser Group



18 www.genevaassociation.org44th General Assembly | Participant Biographies

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of NN Group and Chairman of the Executive Board and 
the Management Board of NN Group. 

Lard Friese was appointed as CEO of NN Group on 7 July 2014. Previously he was 
Member of the Management Board of ING Insurance. Lard Friese joined NN/ING on 1 
September 2008.

Lard Friese has more than 25 years’ experience in the financial services industry. Before 
working at ING/NN, he also held leadership positions at AEGON, VNU/ACNielsen, 
Ceska Pojistovna and Generali-PPF Holding.

Lard Friese holds an MSc degree in Law from Utrecht University (the Netherlands).

Lard 
Friese
Chairman Executive Board  
and CEO 
NN Group N.V.
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Donald Guloien is the President and Chief Executive Officer of Manulife. A 35-year 
company veteran, he is a member of the Board of Directors and Chair of the Company’s 
Executive Committee.  Mr Guloien is a Director of the Geneva Association, a member of 
the Mayor of Shanghai’s International Business Leaders’ Advisory Council, a member of 
the Board of the Business Council of Canada, the Immediate Past Chair and a Director 
of the Canadian Life and Health Insurance Association, a Trustee of The Hospital for 
Sick Children, a Governor of Branksome Hall and a member of the Campaign Cabinet 
for United Way.  He is also a member of the Ticker Club, and the World Presidents’ 
Organization. Mr Guloien has been named International Business Executive of the Year 
by the Canadian Chamber of Commerce, awarded The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 
Jubilee medal, and received the Arbor Award for his many contributions to the 
University of Toronto.  He was ranked among the top 5 Highest Rated CEOs in Canada 
in Glassdoor.com’s 2015 Employees’ Choice Awards, based on assessments by current 
and past employees.

Mr Guloien started in Corporate Planning and during his career at Manulife has held a 
variety of leadership roles in insurance and investments operations, global acquisitions 
and business development.  Before assuming his current role, he was Senior Executive 
Vice President and Chief Investment Officer, where he was recognized as a leading 
global investment executive.

Mr Guloien is actively involved with the University of Toronto, where he is a member of 
the Campaign Cabinet.  Mr Guloien holds a B. Comm. from the University of Toronto.

Donald A. 
Guloien
President and CEO
Manulife Financial 
Corporation
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Herbert K. Haas, born in 1954, graduated in 1980 in Business Administration at the 
Technical University of Berlin. He started his professional career at the Federal 
Supervisory Office for the Insurance Industry in Berlin, before moving in 1982 to today’s 
Talanx Group; initially working at E+S Rückversicherung AG, Hannover, as Executive 
Assistant.

In 1985, Haas went to the US for the Group and was responsible for Finance as Chief 
Financial Officer of the Insurance Corporation of Hannover in Los Angeles. In 1989 
he returned to Hannover Rückversicherung AG (today’s Hannover Rück SE) and E+S 
Rückversicherung AG, where he was appointed to the Board in 1994.

In 2002, Haas was appointed as CFO to the Board of Talanx AG and HDI V.a.G. Since 
2006, Haas has been Chairman of the Board of Management of both companies. 
Moreover, Herbert K. Haas is Member of the Supervisory Board of several companies of 
the Talanx Group.

Herbert 
Haas
Chairman of the 
Board of Management
Talanx AG
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Peter Harmer is Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer of IAG (Insurance 
Australia Group Limited).

Peter joined IAG in 2010 and has held a number of senior roles, most recently as Chief 
Executive of the new IAG Labs division, responsible for driving digital and innovation 
across IAG and its brands, and creating incubator areas which will specifically explore 
innovative opportunities across the fintech landscape.

Before this, Peter held the role of Chief Digital Officer with a remit to develop a 
group-wide digital strategy. He was formerly Chief Executive of the Commercial 
Insurance division created in July 2014 when IAG implemented its new operating model. 
He joined IAG as Chief Executive Officer, CGU Insurance. Peter was previously Chief 
Executive Officer of Aon Limited UK and a member of Aon’s Global Executive Board, and 
spent seven years as Chief Executive Officer of Aon’s Australian operations.

He has over 35 years’ experience in the insurance industry, including senior roles in 
underwriting, reinsurance broking and commercial insurance broking as Managing 
Director of John C. Lloyd Reinsurance Brokers, Chairman and Chief Executive of Aon Re 
and Chairman of the London Market Reform Group.

Peter is a graduate of the Harvard Advanced Management Program.

Peter 
Harmer
CEO 
IAG
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Antonio Huertas (Villanueva de la Serena, Badajoz, 1964) holds a degree in law and 
joined MAPFRE in 1988. He has been chairman and CEO of the Group since 2012 
and president of Fundación MAPFRE since 2014. Huertas is a committed advocate of 
the importance of innovation in business success, and one of the standard bearers in 
defending the establishment of a sustainable and more humanistic socioeconomic 
system, where ethical principles make a return to directing a company’s actions.

Throughout his professional career, Antonio Huertas has been involved in high-level 
technology projects, which has facilitated his gaining a deep insight into how the world 
of technology can be applied at company level. He has also driven the transformation 
of MAPFRE’s distribution network – one of the most extensive in the world of finance – 
which, coupled with his vast experience in numerous positions of senior responsibility, 
has contributed to equipping him with a privileged vision of all facets of corporate 
management.

Antonio 
Huertas Mejías 
Chairman and CEO
MAPFRE S.A.
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Constantine Iordanou is the Chairman of the Board of Arch Capital Group Ltd. and its 
President and Chief Executive Officer. Prior to joining Arch as one of its founders, Mr 
Iordanou held senior executive positions with American International Group, Berkshire 
Hathaway and Zurich Financial Services and currently serves as a director of Verisk 
Analytics, Inc. (formerly ISO Inc.).

During his 39 years in the insurance business, he has held leadership positions with 
industry associations serving as the past Chairman of the American Insurance Association 
(AIA) and Association of Bermuda Insurers and Reinsurers (ABIR).

Mr Iordanou is married to Marianne and they have three children. Mr and Mrs Iordanou 
have dedicated their charitable activities to education serving as trustees at the Holy 
Child Academy, Our Lady of Mercy Academy, Roosevelt University and the College of 
Insurance.

As an ethnic Greek Cypriot, Mr Iordanou was a founding member and one of seven 
lifetime trustees of the Pancyprian Association of America, established in 1975. He is also 
a founding member of FAITH, a charitable organization dedicated to the advancement 
of Greek Americans through education.

He holds an Aerospace Engineering degree from New York University.

Constantine 
Iordanou
Chairman and CEO 
Arch Capital Group Ltd.
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Ajit Jain was born and raised in India. He received his Engineering degree from the Indian 
Institute of Technology. 

He then worked for IBM in Bombay, India before attending Harvard Business School for 
an MBA. Upon graduation, he joined McKinsey & Co. in New York. 

In 1986, he began his current position at Berkshire Hathaway where he is President of 
the Reinsurance and Specialty Risk Division.

Ajit 
Jain
President  
Berkshire Hathaway Group
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Steven A. Kandarian is chairman of the board, president and chief executive officer of 
MetLife, Inc. (NYSE: MET), a leading provider of insurance, annuities and employee 
benefit programs to approximately 100 million customers worldwide. He became 
president and CEO on May 1, 2011 and chairman of the board on January 1, 2012. 

Kandarian joined MetLife in April 2005 as executive vice president and chief investment 
officer. He oversaw MetLife’s $450 billion general account portfolio and initiatives that 
strengthened the portfolio, enhanced the company’s focus on effective risk management 
and contributed to the bottom line. From 2007 to 2012, he also led enterprise-wide 
strategy. His efforts helped position MetLife to emerge from the 2008 credit crisis with 
the financial strength to expand globally. 

From 2001 to 2004, Kandarian was executive director of the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation. Previously, he had a 20-year career in private equity and investment 
banking. 

Kandarian is a board member of the Damon Runyon Cancer Research Foundation, the 
Institute of International Finance, the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Neuberger 
Berman and the Partnership for New York City. He is a member of the Business Council 
and the Business Roundtable. He earned his B.A. from Clark University, J.D. from 
Georgetown University Law Center, and M.B.A. from Harvard Business School.

Steven A. 
Kandarian
Chairman, President 
and CEO
MetLife Inc.
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Yasuyoshi Karasawa became Chairman of the Board of Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 
Company Limited (“MSI”) in April 2016 and has been serving as President and CEO 
of MS&AD Insurance Group Holdings Inc. since June 2014. Since joining Sumitomo 
Marine and Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. (the present MSI) in 1975, he has held management 
positions in various departments over the course of his career. 

He was involved in the Group’s medium-term management plan “New Frontier 2013” 
launched in 2010 aiming for sustainable growth through improvement in quality and 
pursuing group synergies that capitalize on the collective strength of the Group. In 2014, 
a new plan titled “Next Challenge 2017” commenced with the objective of achieving 
further growth based on the sound foundation that the Group had built to date. 

He holds a Bachelor of Economics degree from Kyoto University in Japan.

Yasuyoshi 
Karasawa
Representative Director  
and Chairman of the Board
Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 
Co. Ltd.
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Denis Kessler, a French citizen, is a graduate of HEC business school (Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes Commerciales), holds a PhD in economics and advanced degrees in economics 
and social sciences, and is a Fellow of the French Institute of Actuaries. He was 
Chairman of the Fédération Française des Sociétés d’Assurance (FFSA), Senior Executive 
Vice-President and member of the Executive Committee of the AXA Group and Executive 
Vice-President of MEDEF (Mouvement des Entreprises de France). He joined SCOR as 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer on 4 November 2002. In January 2016, he was 
elected to join the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences of the Institut de France.

Denis 
Kessler
Chairman and CEO  
SCOR SE



28 www.genevaassociation.org44th General Assembly | Participant Biographies

Born in São Paulo, Brazil, in 1963, Octavio de Lazari Junior started his career at Banco 
Bradesco S.A. in September 1978. He was elected Executive Deputy Officer in January 
2012 and Executive Managing Officer in February 2015.

In May 2017, Mr Lazari was appointed to the position of Executive Vice President at Banco 
Bradesco S.A. and Chief Executive Officer of Bradesco Seguros S.A., Bradesco SegPrev 
Investimentos Ltda. and BSP Empreendimentos Imobiliários S.A. Furthermore, Mr Lazari 
has taken on the leadership of all Companies under the Bradesco Seguros Group. He 
also assumed the position of Executive Vice President at Bradseg Participações S.A. and 
is a Member of the Board of Directors of Bradesco Saúde S.A.

Mr Lazari also holds the following positions: Chairman of the Board of Directors of ABECIP 
(Brazilian Association of Housing Finance and Savings Entities), Member of the Board of 
Directors of CIBRASEC (Brazilian Securities Company) and CNF (Brazilian Confederation 
of Financial Institutions), Alternate Director of Uniapravi - Unión Interameriana para 
la Vivienda, Sectorial Officer of Real Estate Credit and Savings and Vice President of 
the Portability Governance of Credit Operations Committee of FEBRABAN (Brazilian 
Federation of Banks), Chairman of the Boards of Directors of Europ Assistance Brasil 
Serviços de Assistência S.A., EABS Serviços de Assistência e Participações S.A., CEABS 
Serviços S.A. and Odontoprev S.A., Executive Vice President of the Board of Directors of 
Brasildental Operadora de Planos Odontológicos S.A., Alternate Member of The Board 
Directors of Fleury S.A. and IRB-Brasil Resseguros S.A.

Octavio de 
Lazari Junior
CEO
Bradesco Seguros S.A.
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Anna Manning is President and a Director of Reinsurance Group of America, Incorporated 
(RGA). She assumed the role of CEO on January 1, 2017, and of President in December 
2015. Anna is also a member of RGA’s Board of Directors.

Manning joined RGA in 2007, and held significant leadership roles in all major RGA 
operating divisions, most recently as Senior Executive Vice President, Structured 
Solutions, responsible for the company’s Global Financial Solutions and Global 
Acquisitions businesses, and Global Analytics and In-Force Optimization teams.

Her three decades of leadership experience in the insurance industry included 19 years 
with Towers Perrin’s Tillinghast insurance consulting practice. She provided consulting 
services in mergers and acquisitions, value-added performance measurement, product 
development, and financial reporting. 

Manning is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries and of the Canadian Institute of 
Actuaries. She received a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) degree in Actuarial Science from 
the University of Toronto. 

 

Anna 
Manning
President and CEO 
Reinsurance Group  
of America, Inc.
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Bronek Masojada joined Hiscox in 1993 as Group Managing Director, and he was 
appointed Chief Executive in 2000. From 1989 to 1993 he was employed by McKinsey 
and Co. Bronek served as a Deputy Chairman of Lloyd’s from 2001 to 2007. He was 
a Non Executive Director of Ins-sure Holdings Limited from 2002 to 2006, is a past 
president of The Insurance Institute of London and a Past Master of the Worshipful 
Company of Insurers. 

Bronek is a member of the Board of the Association of British Insurers and a Non 
Executive Director of Pool Re.

Bronek 
Masojada 
CEO 
Hiscox plc
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Mike McGavick serves as CEO of XL Group plc, the parent company of the XL Catlin 
insurance and reinsurance companies. Mike is currently the Chairman of the Geneva 
Association and is a Director and Immediate Past Chairman of the Association of 
Bermuda Insurers & Reinsurers. He is on the board of the Global Reinsurance Forum, 
the American Insurance Association, the Insurance Information Institute and the 
International Insurance Society. 

Mike’s numerous recognitions within the insurance industry include: Insurance Day’s 
Industry Achiever of the Year, Insurance Leader of the Year by St. John’s University 
School of Risk Management, a top 100 Game Changer in the last hundred years of the 
insurance industry by Leaders Edge, the Bermuda Insurance Institute’s (Re)insurance 
Person of the Year, the Review Magazine’s Industry Personality of the Year and Reactions 
Magazine’s Insurance CEO of the Year, among others. From 2001 to 2005, Mike was 
chairman, president and CEO of Safeco Corporation. Prior to joining Safeco, Mike 
spent six years with CNA Financial Corporation, where he held various senior positions, 
including president and CEO of the company’s largest commercial insurance unit. 

Outside the industry, Mike is involved in a number of community, public affairs and 
service activities and organizations.

Mike 
McGavick 
CEO 
XL Group
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Christian Mumenthaler has been Group Chief Executive Officer of Swiss Re since July 
2016. Prior to this, he successfully led the Reinsurance Business Unit from October 2011, 
maintaining underwriting outperformance in Property & Casualty while improving 
profitability in Life & Health. From January to October 2011, he served as Chief Marketing 
Officer for Reinsurance. Christian Mumenthaler  was Head of Life & Health in the (re) 
insurance products area between 2007   and 2010,  where he defined and implemented 
strategies to access new value chains and further expand the health segment. He first 
became a member of the Group Executive Committee in 2005, when he was named 
Group Chief Risk Officer.

In 2002 Christian Mumenthaler established a new unit, Group Retro and Syndication, 
with the aim to optimise the Group’s risk and capital base through retrocession and 
securitisation. Between 1999 and 2002 Christian Mumenthaler was responsible for a 
number of key company projects.

Christian Mumenthaler started his professional career in 1997 as an associate with the 
Boston Consulting Group.

He is a member of the Foundation Board of the International Risk Governance Council 
(IRGC)  and of  the Board of  Directors of The Sustainability Forum Zurich (TSF).

Christian Mumenthaler was born in 1969 and is a Swiss citizen. He holds a PhD from 
the Institute of Molecular Biology and Biophysics at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology (ETH) in Zurich.

Christian 
Mumenthaler 
Group CEO
Swiss Re
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Tomás Muniesa Arantegui was born in Barcelona, Spain (April 30, 1952). He has a 
Bachelor Degree in Business Administration (1976) as well as a Master in Business 
Administration (MBA), from ESADE, Barcelona (1982).

In 1976 began working with “la Caixa”. In 1992, he was appointed Executive Vice-President 
(Director Gral. Adjunto) and in 2001, he was appointed Senior Executive Vice-President 
(Director Gral. Adjunto Ejecutivo). Since 1 July 2011, he has been in his current position 
as Managing Director of CaixaBank with the responsibility of Insurances and Assets 
Management.

Since 1997 he is Chief Executive Officer of VidaCaixa, S.A.

He is also: Vice-Chairman of SegurCaixa Adeslas, S.A. (Insurance subsidiary); 2nd 
Vice-Chairman of UNESPA (Insurance employers’ organization); a member of the Board 
of Directors for Consorcio de Compensación de Seguros (Balancing insurance pool), 
VITHAS Sanidad, S.L; a substitute member of Board of Directors for Financier Group 
Inbursa, S.A. of Mexico.

Tomás Muniesa 
Arantegui 
CEO 
Vida Caixa S.A.
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Mr Noguchi is President and Chief Executive Officer of The Toa Reinsurance Company, 
Ltd. (‘Toa Re’), a company with its history over 75 years in Japan providing a diverse line 
of both life and non-life reinsurance products to its clients over the world as Japan’s 
primary professional reinsurer. Mr Noguchi joined Toa Re in 1995.

In June 2004, he became General Manager of Investment Dept.

He subsequently was promoted to several leadership positions: In 2006, he was named 
Director & General Manager of Investment Dept. In June 2008, Mr Noguchi moved to 
Information Technology Dept. as Director and General Manager. Then he was appointed 
as Managing Director and General Manager of Information Technology Dept. in 2009. 
Mr Noguchi went on to serve another two years as Managing Director.

In 2012, he was named President and Chief Executive Officer. Now he devotes himself 
to steer Toa Re’s ongoing growth and development.

Tomoatsu 
Noguchi 
President and CEO 
The Toa Reinsurance 
Company Ltd.
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Kevin J. O’Donnell has served as Chief Executive Officer of RenaissanceRe since July 2013 
and as President since November 2012. As President, Mr O’Donnell is responsible for the 
oversight and management of the Company’s reinsurance and insurance businesses. 

Mr O’Donnell has been with the RenaissanceRe since 1996, when he joined to lead the 
International Underwriting and Ceded Reinsurance businesses, and has since served in a 
variety of progressive positions at the Company. 

Prior to joining RenaissanceRe, Mr O’Donnell was a Vice President of Centre Financial 
Products, Ltd., and an underwriter at SCOR.

He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Hamilton College and an M.B.A. 
from New York University’s Stern School of Business.

Kevin J. 
O’Donnell 
President and CEO 
RenaissanceRe Holdings Ltd.



36 www.genevaassociation.org44th General Assembly | Participant Biographies

Charles joined Amlin plc as Group Finance Director in 1997 and was appointed Group 
Chief Executive in 1999. Following the acquisition of Amlin by MSI, in addition to 
remaining CEO of MS Amlin, Charles has been appointed Executive Officer of MSI, 
one of only two non-Japanese Executive Officers. A Chartered Accountant by training, 
Charles Philipps represented Amlin Corporate Member Limited on the Council of Lloyd’s 
from 2001 to 2007 and was a vice chairman of the Lloyd’s Market Association from 
2004 to 2007. 

As a Council member and then President of The Insurance Institute of London between 
2008 and 2009, Charles was instrumental in establishing and promoting Corporate 
Chartered status for insurance firms. This is designed to promote professionalism and 
raise standards of capability and ethical practice across the insurance industry. Charles 
was Director of NatWest Markets Corporate Finance Limited until 1997, having been 
employed there from 1983. Whilst at NatWest Markets he was responsible for the 
formation and flotation on the London Stock Exchange of Angerstein Underwriting 
Trust PLC, which became Amlin plc.

Charles Philipps is a non-executive director of Great Portland Estates plc from 1 April 
2014 and has been a trustee of the Outward Bound Trust since December 2010.

Charles 
Philipps 
CEO 
MS Amlin
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Dr Markus Riess, born in 1966, graduated from the University of Heidelberg with a 
doctorate in economics. Riess began his career in 1990 at Allianz Lebensversicherungs-
AG. In 1993, he began working at McKinsey & Company. 

In 1996, he was appointed as Managing Director of Allfonds International Asset 
Management GmbH, later becoming a Member of the Board of Management of Allianz 
Asset Management GmbH in 1997. In July 2001, Riess moved to Allianz Global Investors 
AG as a Member of the Board of Management. In 2007, he was appointed as a Member 
of the Board of Management of Allianz Deutschland AG and as Chairman of the Board 
of Management of Allianz Beratungs- und Vertriebs AG. In addition, in 2010, Riess took 
over as Chairman of the Board of Management of Allianz Deutschland AG.

Since September 2015, Riess has been Chairman of the Board of Management of ERGO 
Group AG and a Member of the Board of Management of Munich Re.

Markus 
Riess 
Chairman of the Board of 
Management
ERGO Insurance Group 
Corporation
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Kengo Sakurada graduated from Waseda University and joined the former Yasuda Fire 
& Marine Insurance (currently Sompo Japan Nipponkoa Insurance) in 1978. He became 
President & CEO of Sompo Japan in 2010. He has been President and CEO of Sompo 
Japan Nipponkoa Holdings (hereinafter “SOMPO HOLDINGS”) since 2012.

He has broad experience in various fields such as marketing, human resources, and 
corporate planning, and he worked as a budget and planning officer at the Asian 
Development Bank from 1992 to 1996. With his extensive knowledge of information 
and communication technology, he acted as CIO from 2007 to 2010. 

Under his leadership, the SOMPO HOLDINGS Group has grown through organic growth 
and M&As, with ordinary income of more than 3.2 trillion yen in the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 2015, consisting of property & casualty insurance, life insurance, nursing care 
and asset management businesses in 32 countries.

Kengo 
Sakurada 
President and CEO 
Sompo Holdings, Inc.
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Alejandro Simón is an Actuary who graduated with honors at the University of Buenos 
Aires. After that he obtained a degree as a Professional Master in Business Management 
"Magna Cum Laude" at the IAE Business School. 

Since 1998 he has worked for Sancor Insurance Group (Grupo Sancor Seguros). At 
present he is the CEO of the Group. He also holds a position as General Manager of 
Sancor Cooperativa de Seguros Ltda., as Director of Sancor Seguros Internacional Soc. 
de Inversión Soc. Anónima, Advisor of Sancor Seguros Do Brasil S.A., Vice-president of 
Sancor Seguros Uruguay S.A., Director of Punto Sur Management, Inc. (USA), Director 
of Punto Sur Sociedad Argentina de Reaseguros S.A., Substitute Executive Director 
of Fundación Grupo Sancor Seguros, President of CITES S.A., President of Grupo SS 
SA SGFCI (Sociedad Gerente Fondo Comunes de Inversión), Director of Suplente 
Alianza Inversora S.A., President of Grupo Financiero SS S.A., Director of Galarin SA 
(Grupo SS Participaciones SISA), Director of Punto Sur Servicios Técnicos Agriculture 
Risk Consultant, Substitute Director of Alianza Servicios S.A., Permanent Director of 
Prevención ART SA, Permanent Director of Prevención Salud SA, Secretary of ALASA, 
President of the High Council of FISO.

He has previously worked in the Risk Assessment market. Additionally, he was a social 
security advisor for the Senior Citizens’ Secretariat - National President’s Office, and 
from then he has published many works related to social security. 

Since 1997 he has been a tutor at the University of Buenos Aires. In 2003 he became an 
Assistant Professor of Actuarial Theory of Personal Insurance. Following that, in 2008 
he started a membership at the Academic Committee of the Master Course on Risk 
Economic and Financial Management, at the Postgraduate Studies School of the Faculty 
of Economics (University of Buenos Aires-UBA) and, in September 2009, took a position 
as an Under-director of the Actuarial Course at the Faculty of Economics (UBA). 

He delivered many courses and seminars, both locally and internationally, related to 
insurance, reinsurance, actuarial issues, and business partnership liabilities, and also 
wrote many journal articles on the subject.

Alejandro 
Simón 
CEO
Grupo Sancor Seguros
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John Strangfeld is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Prudential Financial. 

Before Mr Strangfeld was named Chairman and CEO in 2008, he was Vice Chairman 
responsible for Prudential’s U.S. Businesses, which include both the Investment and the 
Insurance Divisions. Prior to his position as Vice Chairman, Mr Strangfeld held a variety 
of senior investment positions at Prudential Financial, both within the United States 
and abroad.

Mr Strangfeld received a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Susquehanna 
University, and an MBA from the Darden School of Business at the University of Virginia. 
He also holds the Chartered Financial Analyst designation.

Mr Strangfeld serves as a Vice Chairman of the Geneva Association. He is Chair of the 
Board of Directors of the New Jersey Performing Arts Center, and serves as a member of 
the Board of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

John R. 
Strangfeld 
Chairman and CEO
Prudential Financial
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Shuzo Sumi is Chairman of the Board of Tokio Marine Holdings, Inc. He joined Tokio 
Marine and Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. in 1970. He started his career as an underwriter 
specializing in engineering risks and went on to work for many years in property & 
casualty underwriting. 

During his days in senior management, he led the European operations in the early 2000s 
and established a reinsurance subsidiary in Bermuda. In 2007, Mr Sumi was appointed 
President and CEO of Tokio Marine Holdings. 

In his tenure, he spearheaded drastic reform of the company’s business process while 
expanding the company’s international business substantially in both developed and 
emerging markets. He has been in his current position since 2013.

Shuzo 
Sumi 
Representative Director and 
Chairman of the Board 
Tokio Marine Holdings Inc.
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Mr Nobuya Suzuki serves as the Chairman of the Board and Representative Executive 
Officer at Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Company. Mr Suzuki joined Yasuda Life Insurance 
Company in April 1979 and served as its General Manager of Yamagata Regional 
Office since April 1999, General Manager of Strategic Research Office since April 
2001, General Manager of Risk Management Control Department at Meiji Yasuda Life 
Insurance Company since January 2004 and served as its General Manager of Product 
Development Department since July 2006, Executive Officer and General Manager of 
Product Development Department since July 2008, Managing Executive Officer since 
April 2010. Mr Suzuki has been Outside Director of Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Company 
since 2008.

Nobuya Suzuki
 
Chairman of the Board
Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance 
Company



4343@TheGenevaAssoc

Yoshinobu Tsutsui, born in 1954, holds a Bachelor of Economics degree from Kyoto 
University in Japan.  

He joined Nippon Life Insurance Company in 1977 and served as General Manager of 
Nagaoka Branch (1999-), Public Affairs Department (2001-) and Corporate Planning 
Department (2003-) and was appointed as a Director in July 2004.  

As a Managing Director since 2007 and Senior Managing Director since 2009, he has 
been responsible for various fields such as Corporate Planning, Public & Investors 
Relations, Research, Actuarial, Legal, Product Development, Credit Analysis and 
Securities Operations. 

In 2011, Mr Tsutsui was named President of Nippon Life. Aside from leading the life 
insurance company with almost 130 years of history in Japan, he is driving the expansion 
of Nippon Life’s international business and fostering long-term relationships with 
financial institutions abroad.

Yoshinobu 
Tsutsui
President
Nippon Life Insurance 
Company
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Ulrich Wallin studied law at the University of Hamburg and obtained his Assessor grade 
(second final exam). 

In 1982, Ulrich Wallin started working at HDI Haftpflichtverband der Deutschen 
Industrie V.a.G., Hannover. In 1984, he joined E+S Rückversicherung AG, Hannover, as a 
treaty specialist in the Foreign Section, responsible for the establishment of the aviation 
reinsurance portfolio. From 1987, E+S Rück’s Foreign Section was integrated into 
Hannover Re’s group of US departments. Ulrich Wallin held various responsibilities here. 
In 1996, Ulrich Wallin became Vice President at Hannover Re Group with responsibility 
for Worldwide Aviation and Marine Business. In 2000, he was appointed Managing 
Director with the responsibility for Hannover Re’s worldwide Facultative Property and 
Casualty Business in addition to Worldwide Aviation and Marine Business. 

Since 2001, Ulrich Wallin has been a Member of the Executive Board of Hannover Rück SE 
and E+S Rückversicherung AG. In 2009, he has been named Chief Executive Officer. He 
takes responsibility for Compliance, Controlling, Corporate Communications, Corporate 
Development, Human Resources Management, Internal Auditing, Risk Management 
and Regulatory Affairs & Innovation.

Ulrich 
Wallin 
Chairman of the  
Executive Board 
Hannover RÜck SE



4545@TheGenevaAssoc

Dr Joachim Wenning was born in Jerusalem, Israel, in 1965.

After obtaining a degree in economics at the University of Munich, he joined Munich 
Re in 1991, where he worked until early 1997 as a treaty specialist with technical 
responsibility for life reinsurance clients in Germany. Parallel to this, Dr Wenning wrote 
his doctoral thesis, for which he was awarded the designation of Dr. oec. publ. in 1995. 
At the beginning of 1997, Dr Wenning transferred to the Group company Hamburg-
Mannheimer Versicherungs-AG in Hamburg for two and a half years, during which time 
he implemented a number of strategic projects to realign marketing and sales. Following 
his return from Hamburg, Dr Wenning headed the department “Life Reinsurance 
Latin America, Southern Europe and the Middle East” from mid-2000 onwards, with 
responsibility for life reinsurance business in these areas. Following his appointment 
in May 2005 to the position of CEO of New Re, Geneva, Dr Wenning took over 
responsibility for the company’s strategic development, with an expanded mandate for 
financial solutions in life and health reinsurance and for financial institutions business.

Dr Wenning has been a member of the Board of Management of Munich Re since 1 
January 2009. From January 2009 to January 2017, he was responsible for the Life 
Division, and from October 2013 until April 2017 he was also responsible for the Human 
Resources division and held the position of Labour Relations Director.

Dr Wenning was appointed Chairman of the Board of Management with effect from 
27 April 2017 and is responsible for Group Holdings; Group Strategy and M&A; Group 
Communications; Group Audit; Economics, Sustainability & Public Affairs; Group 
Human Resources and Group Executive Affairs.

Joachim 
Wenning
Chairman of the Board of 
Management
Munich Re
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Mr Williams has served as Chief Executive Officer of Tokio Marine HCC (TMHCC) since 
December 2012 and as a member of TMHCC’s Board of Directors since May 2007, 
including as Chairman of the Board from August 2008 to May 2011. He previously 
served as TMHCC’s President from May 2011 to December 2012. Before joining TMHCC, 
Mr Williams was Chairman of Wattle Creek Winery from 2005 to May 2011. Prior to his 
retirement in 2005, he served as the National Director for Life, Accident & Health of 
Willis Re.

Mr Williams has over 40 years of experience in the insurance industry, including 
significant expertise in accident and health insurance lines, which comprise TMHCC’s 
largest business segment. He also has significant knowledge of international insurance 
markets.

Christopher 
Williams 
CEO 
Tokio Marine HCC 
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In an eventful career, Mark has rescued a number of underperforming global companies, 
consolidating his reputation as a skilled turnaround specialist. Starting out in New 
Zealand where he was raised, he spent the next 14 years in Asia, culminating in a role 
as CEO of AIA. 

Mark Wilson became Group CEO of Aviva in early 2013. He is now leading the 
transformation of the business into a customer focused digital insurer and asset 
manager. Mark is a champion for sustainable business and is a key commentator on the 
role of business in society. 

He was named in the Sunday Times 2016 list of Britain’s most influential people and was 
recently named the 2016 UK New Zealander of the year.

Mark 
Wilson 
CEO 
Aviva plc
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Appointed CEO of BBVA Seguros in September 2009, he is Member of the Board of 
Directors in BBVA Re Ltd, CX Vida and CX Servicios Generales. 

Besides, he is a Member of the Unespa Executive Committee and of the ICEA Board of 
Directors. 

Previously, he joined BBVA in July 2005 as Chairman and CEO of BBVA Asset Management 
and Chairman of BBVA Gestión de Previsión y Pensiones and BBVA Pensiones. In 2009 
he was appointed Head of the Collective Investment Institution Group of Inverco.

Before joining the BBVA Group and for 16 years, he filled various roles in Barclays Group 
(Spain), including, among other positions, Managing Director of the Iberian Asset 
Management Unit and member of the Executive Committee of Barclays Bank Spain.

Eugenio 
Yurrita 
CEO 
BBVA Seguros
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Anna Maria was appointed Secretary General of The Geneva Association by the 
membership on 2 June 2014.

Before joining The Geneva Association, she was responsible for the insurance practice 
at swissQuant Group, a technology company specialising in the development and 
implementation of mathematical algorithms and software for risk management and 
big data purposes. From 2002 to 2012, she had different roles with the Baloise Group 
in Switzerland and Europe. She acted as Head of Group Risk Management from 2002 
to 2004, and Head of Group Performance Management while also representing the 
Holding on the boards of various subsidiaries (from 2004 to 2008). She subsequently 
established and developed the life insurance company Baloise Life of which she became 
the CEO (2008 to 2012). Anna Maria was a member of the Executive Committee of the 
European Insurance Association (CEA/Insurance Europe) from 2009 to 2012. Before her 
career in the insurance industry, Anna Maria was a Principal at the Boston Consulting 
Group, leading banking and insurance projects in Germany and the United States. She 
started her career as a corporate finance analyst at Deutsche Bank.

Anna Maria holds an INSEAD MBA (1993) and a business-engineering degree from the 
Free University of Brussels, Belgium. She is a Belgian citizen.

In 2014 Anna Maria was appointed as non-executive Director to the Board of Hardy 
(Underwriting Agencies) Ltd., London.

Anna Maria 
D’Hulster
Secretary General 
The Geneva Association
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