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Maryam Golnaraghi is the Director of Climate Change and Emerging Environmental Topics at The Geneva
Association. Her experience spans over 20 years in international executive and senior advisory positions
in the industry, government and the United Nations. She works with the C-suites and boards of
re/insurance companies, financial institutions, governments, regulators and international organisations
to enable and scale up the integration of climate risks and opportunities into core business and investing;
increase investments towards a low-carbon economy in areas such as sustainable infrastructure; and build
operational and financial resilience to extreme events for people, businesses and governments.
From 2004 to 2014, as the Chief of the Disaster Risk Reduction at the United Nations World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), Maryam headed an international program that assists governments with developing
national policies and institutional capacities in disaster and climate-risk management, risk financing and
risk transfer. She initiated and managed multi-stakeholder development projects, leveraging partnerships
and international development funding in over 40 countries.
Maryam also supported UN member states with the development of national early-warning and
emergency-preparedness systems, leveraging the latest technological developments and regional
cooperation in weather, water and climate forecasting. Following the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, she
served as an adviser to former U.S. President Clinton in his capacity as the UN Special Envoy on Tsunamis.
She negotiated international agreements and coordinated activities that enabled the dissemination of
tsunami alerts to all countries in less than five minutes. Maryam developed the initial concept of demanddriven climate services, which was further developed and adopted by UN member states in 2009 as the
‘Global Framework for Climate Services’, to enable access to publicly funded, national climate data and
information to support decision-making in the public and private sectors. She was involved in the
formulation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and
supported the development of the ‘Loss and Damage’ segment of UN climate change agreements.
Prior to joining the UN, from 1997 to 2004, as the founder and CEO of Climate Risk Solutions Inc, a leading
Boston-based research and advisory firm, she delivered innovative climate-risk assessment and riskmanagement solutions to companies in the energy, agriculture and financial sectors. She worked at the
forefront of developing physical climate-risk models, weather derivatives and parametric insurance
markets.
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and has served as a senior advisor to the UN, international development banks and government officials.
She has authored numerous internationally referenced reports and the book Partnerships in Multi-hazard
Early Warning Systems (Springer-Verlag 2012). She holds a BS in Chemical Engineering from Cornell
University, an MS in Applied Physics and a PhD in Physical Oceanography from Harvard University. She
served as a senior research fellow at the Harvard Business School.
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